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INTRODUCTION

j Archaeological research in Labrador has almost entirely been an inves-
tigation of maritime environments. It is easy to understand why this has
i%een the case. Much of the country of Labrador is inaccessible except
“by boat, hence archaeological investigations have depended on the logistic
-Advantages of a marine-based survey. Then too, the archaeology of the coast
s very visable, exposed beaches and raised marine terracesmake locating
- and collecting sites comparitively easy in contrast to work in the interior
which is masked by a dense boreal forest vegetation and guarded by hordes
of hungry mosquitos. Because of the highly visable nature of the coastal
sites, archaeological research there is all the more imperative in the advent
Ebf increasing tourism and regional development. 1In the face of all this,
- withHe ease of logistics, the accessiblity of supply and support facilities,
the productiveness of the archaeological record, as well as the splendor -
of life on the Labrador coast, it becomes apparent why archaeologists would
“adopt the same maritime perspective that has characterlsed the populatlons
which proceeded them lured to the Labrador wilds.
j ' The prehistory of Labrador has been shaped over the course of the last
decade. Prior to this excellerated pace of investigation only a scattered
_vfew reports (Bird, 1945; Gathorne-Hardy, 1932; Strong, 1930; and the accounts
of early travellers and explorers) hinted at the wea?th of the archaeological
'materlals to be found. No one suspected the intensity nor ant1qu1ty of
Puman occupation of the Labrador peninsula. Since the beginning of his resear
Labrador, in 1968, William Fitzhugh has been largely concerned with deter-
mlnlng settlement patterns end subsistence strategies for both the Indian
‘land Inuit occupations (Fitzhugh, 1972; 1977%; 1977h) Research initially
“llcentered around Northwest River and the Narrows of Lake Melville from whence
it progressed to the mouth of Hamilton Inlet where the importance of a. '
maritime economy throughout the prehlstorlc record became - ovenﬂmlmlngly
éﬁpparent (Fitzhugh, 1975) t
In 1974, following a brief survey in 1973, Fltzhugh began an actlve
investigation of the Nain archipelago and for the succeeding three years
“research centered on the intensive prehistoric land-use of the outer islands
~east of Nain (Fitzhugh, 1976). Each spring, transporting field personmnel
and equipment morth from berths in Goose Bay or Postville to Nain, and -
again south in the fall, Fitzhugh's research vessel Tunuyvak provided the
‘means to conduct an archaeological survey of the central coast. Concurrently
_with Fitzhugh's work along the central coast and Nain, similar survey and
- excavation work was conducted further morth by James Tuck at Saglek (Tuck,
1975) and by Steven Cox at Okak (Cox, 1977). Research remained almost
exclusively directed towards locating and collecting sites which had a
maritime orientation.
5 The importance of a maritime adaptation throughout the entire prehistor:
—~sequence 1s only in part a product of the coastal bias of archaeological
- researchers. Clearly the marine resources available on the cpast, including
seals, walruses, whales, polar bears, fish and birds, provided an economic
‘mainstay for hunters and gathegg throughout the year. As the culture histor;
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of the Labrador coast began to clear, questions were raised about the
role that interior derived resources might play. The strong maritime
Jorientation of Inuit cultures was readily apparent. Still it w as
hypothesised that Inuilt groups might have penetrated interipr regions
_after specific resources. One of the most fascinating aspects of archae-
liological research in Labrador is the complex succession of Inuit and Indian
<cultures that characterises the prehistoric sequence. Indian cultures too
show a strong maritime bias. To what extent the various Indian cultures
texploited interior resources is, still, largely a matter of conjecture.
- Interest in the interior focuses on the availability of resources
~there which may not be found on the coast is significant quantities
- | |Sources fcr certain lithic materials used by Indian and Inuit groups
“have still not been located. The intensiveness of our coastal survey
- asuggests that these sources may lie unrecognlzed in quarrles back in the
[icountry.
Stands of spruce, non~ex1stant on the north Labrador coast, where
Jtheir growth is suppressed both by the cold maritime environment resulting
ufrom the affects of the Labrador current, and by topography, might be
expected to thrive in sheltered interior valleys. Wood needed for
53pear shafts, harpoons, or for kayak and komatik parts way not have
~been available in significant quanities as coastal drift and forced
exploitation of interior resources. :
- Caribou, although present on the coast, exist in large herds in the
interior. Contemporary caribou herds tend to summer in the country about
-Indian House Lake and the George River, dispersing to wintering grounds’
in late September and October. At least four distinct herds are recognized,
one of which, the Gecrge River herd (Luttich, 1977), travelc northeasterly
-into the country north of Nain. 1In April and May the females in this hexrd
- {migrate from their various winter ranges to known calving grounds west
 of Hebron (Dauphine, et al, 1975). Caribou were often a critical resource
“For the Labrador Eskimo and doubtless have played a significant role 1n
Alkhe subsistence strategies of Labrador's prehistoric peoples as well..
Willlam Turner's account of two trips into the interior with Nain Inuit
survives from 1780 and describes the caribou hunt at a time when tradltlonal“
' nuntlng methods were still in use prior to the advent of firearms
”' -{Taylor, 1969). Turner observed a summer hunt when caribou were
iriven into the water of an interior lake and speared by men in kayaks.
“In addition to the meat the equally valuable skins and sinew were attalned.‘
Excess meat was cached to be recovered during less prosperous times.
knother account of an interior hunting trip is E. P. Wheeler's (1930)
“description of a winter cartbou hunt by the Nain Inuit following a
iisasterous fall sealing.
- All of the historically known Indian groups in Labrador, the dlfferent
bands of Montagnais and Naskapi hunters, relied extensively on caribou
redation (Turner, 1887; Cabot, 1920; Henriksen, 1973). The earliest
2xploration literature documents Naskapi bands in the vast interior
of the Labrador peninsula. Prior to 1920 a Naskapi band, the Mushuau
mnuts, were centered about Indian House Lake where they had perfected
4 'specialized caribou subsistence strategy. Recent archaeological work

in the Indian House Lake area (Samson, nd) has shown that the Mushuau

nnuts wore not the first Indian group to exploit the interior caribou
Lesvurces
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I8 In order to deduce to what extent lithic sources, wood, and the large
~ caribou herds, induced native groups to exploit the interior resources
of the northern Labrador peninsula, an archaeological survey across
the peninsula was planned as part of the 1978 Torngat Archaeological
Project. The survey party was to follow a "natural highway' via a
system of connected deeply-~scoured glacial valleys from the north Labrador
coast, across the heigth-of-land into Quebec, and down to Ungava Bay.
North of Saglek, in the very heart of the Torngat Mountains, a deep
fiord--Nachvak-=penetrates into the very midst of the mountaing. Centuries
of glacial ice had scoured out a series of deep valleys which, when
_connected with the fiord system, provide a unique means of access into
| the interior. This route led from Nachvak's Tallek Afm, up the Palmer
“River to the heigth-of-land, Quebec, and the Korok River, which was
descended to Ungava Bay. The route was known to the Hudson's Bay
4 Company around the turn of the last century and may have been used as
~ part of a network of communication between the Company's posts in Ungava:
- Bay and their lome outpost at Nachvak. To the author's knowledge, the
route has been traversed twice in recent times. Both parties came across
from west to east in winter with dog-teams (Wallace, 1907; Wheeler, 1938).
-3 Wheeler's route differed from this party's and from Wallace's by con-
_j tinuing east instead of turning north to the Palmer, traversing the bed
of Nakhuararsuk Brook (Nachvak Brook on the present Hebron 1:250,000
] topographic map) and descending to Saglek fiord. The Palmer River-
LiKorok River route provides one of the few "easy' accesses into the interior.
__Elsewhere a mighty mountain bulwark successfully bars all but the
taudacious.
- The Korok River forms the principle topographlc feature and the
largest drainage system {approximately 3200 square kilometers) west
of the Tormgats and north of the George River. The upper part of the
“Korok flows through a dramatic canyoa-like valley contained by continuous -
mountain walls which loomed 600 meters and higher above the river. :
The deep Korok valley provides shelter and sediments enough to support a
dense spruce forest close to the river's edge. This forested ''oasis"
7is one of the northern-most stands of spruce in the Labardor peninsula.
Alﬁhough "pockets" of wood exist on the Ungava coast (Tanner, 1944),
.~ the& forest 'along the Korok represents the nearest source of wood for the

‘people on the Atlantic from Saglek north to Cape Chidley. The Korok
and Palmer valleys, tucked away in the mountain folds, breaches the.
_elsewhere inpenetrable mountain fastness. Cultural and population
movements, if not restricted to the coast, would be expected along this
—iInterior route.

|

’PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN THE INTERIOR OF LABRADOR

: The interior of Labrador has always presented a formidible facade.
Although the country was known and regularly traversed by bands of Montagnai
and Naskapi Indians the maze of waterways in the interior was only fully

“apparent with the advent of modern aerial mapping techniques developed
since WWII. Throughout the late-19th and early 20th centuries intrepid
_explorers, geographers, and adventurers, had begun to remove the romantic
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veil that obscured the land that lay behind the barren coastal ranges.

"} These travellers (Hind, 1863; Wallace, 1907; Cabot, 1920) often encounter-
ed small bands of Naskapi Indians who hunted caribou along the shores

_of the large interior lakes and traded with the Hudson's Bay Company
iposts along the coast. Until just recently it has been these sparse

“/ descriptions of chance meetings which have been the sole documentation

., 0f life in the interior. '

ﬁ Prior to this survey, archaeological work in the interior of Labrador
“ has been widely spaced and often inconclusive. All of it was conducted,
far to the south of the present research area. -

- In 1927-1928 William Duncan Strong, while a member of the Rawson-
.i.MacMillan Subarctic Expedition, engaged in ethnographic and archaeological
'3 field work among the Naskapi Indians centered at Davis Inlet. Accompanied
by Indian guides, Strong made a canoe trip into the interior west of
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.. Hopedale. At Northwest Corners, approximately 65 kilometers from'the.'
[lcoast, he located a small Maritime Archaic camp site which, based on
.Jethnographic analogy, he interpreted as a small caribou hunting camp
‘&(Strong, 1930). His collection of approximately 15-20 tools appears to
irelate to an as yet poorly recognized early Maritime Archaic phase.
- In 1967, Donald MacLeod, from the National Museum of Canada, spent
: m7%% weeks surveying the territory around Lake Michikamau that was to
1 jbe flooded by the Churchill Falls Hydroelectric project (MacLeod, 1967).
."He found numerous indications of historic and proto-historic Naskapi
- iCampsites but only two prehistoric sites. Both sites produced very small
assemblages. At the Lobstick Lake Esker site (FiDe-1), a ground slate
point and a pecked and polished adze form the rerresentation of a component
that is apparently coeval with coastal Maritime Archaic sites. No
/diagnostic tools were recovered from MacLeods second prehistoric site,
~ the Sandgirt Lake Lodge site (FiDh~1). The assemblages from both
icollections are characterized as a generalized, multi-purpose tool-kit,
Jand are dominated by bifacial cores and chunks of chert with utilized
_lateral edges. The lack of functionally specific tool types from these
interior sites, in strong contrast to coastal Archaic sites, documents the
presence of small bands of Archaic hunters exploiting interior resources.
Fitzhugh sponsered a brief initial survey of the lower portion
of Indian House Lake in 1969 (Conrad, 1972) which located two small
. “Archaic sites and considerable evidence of historic Naskapi activity.
~Gilles Samson has been working in the Indian House Lake area intensively
| since 1973 (Samsomn, 1975). He apparently has found evidence of Indian
occupations from several different periods (Samson, n.d.).

;

- The 1978 Palmer River-Korok River Survey

_SURVEY ROUTE

: A two week investigation of an important stratified Paleoeskimo-Thule
village site (IzCx-3) on the north shore of Nachvak was terminated on.
~August 3rd when the survey party composed of Loring, Ritchie, Hallenbeck,
and Luckmann was transported by the R.V. Tunuyak to the head of Nachwvak's

Tallele A,
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) From the head of Tallek Arm, the survey route ascended the Palmer
River to its source at the heigth-of-land, a distance of 34 kms. The
“%almer River flows through a deep glacial valley. Although the summer .
had been an especially mild one, with little rain and with very little
standing snow left in the mountains, the river carried enough water
“so as not to inhibit travel om it. It is broken by rapids of increasing
Severity as one gets closer to its source. Most of the rapids are
formed by rock falls and by extensions of the talus slopes (boulder fans)
at the foot of the mountains that ever crowd the river. Rock falls
have dammed the river at several places which impound the waters making
L a series of five short elongated ponds which we numbered sequentially
as we encountered them. These shallow ponds gave respite from the constant
:%pstream struggle and were havens both for us and for wildlife and
wvegetation which seemed thickest in their viecinity. Char were plentiful
near the mouth of the river and large Brook Trout in the fast water
‘above and below the ponds. Caribou were ubiquits . in the valley, in
“small groups of | to 5, either females with their young, or stags.
lack bears were frequently encountered and both foxes and wolves were
bserved We saw one small flock of geese and lots of ptarmigan.

Once away from and above the river much of the valley is characterised
~?s open tundra, with a floral re¢ime dominated by mosses and sedges and

by a few hardy herbaceous species. 1In the lower part of the valley,
‘when not constrained by boulder fields, slope, or soil, a very dense

alder thicket grows mext to the river backed by a belt of crowberry,
m%crub alder, and lichen vegetation that extended to the base of the .
mountains.
@ The Palmer River,near its mouth forms a broad braided stream system,
.- Labandoned river channels and eroded outwash deposits characterize the
lower valley. Broad terraces near the river mouth are the remnants of
?eltas and possibly proglacial lake shorelines. On the upper river,
~about the Palmer Ponds, kame terraces provided level areas for camping
~with an excellent view of the surrounding country. | _
The Palmer River can be ascended by alternating linning : or paddling
“the canoes with short portages past boulder-strewn rapids. The portages
-between the upper ponds become longer and longer until finally, at 5th
Palmer Pond, further progress by water is barred. From the 5th Palmer
~ Pond one must climb above the remmants of the river, and strike out
~racross the broad valley pass south over the heigth-of-land (as well as

_the boundary between Labrador and Quebec) and down to the shores of the
Korok river, a distance of about 10 kms. This portage by-passes the
‘Famous '"'Porch" (Wallace, 1907), a deep narrow canyon full of falls and
strecherous rock walls. ‘

Upon entering the Korok valley one leaves behind the claustrophoblc
 Palmer valley and the dramatic alpine landscape of the Torngat Mountains.
'''' ‘The Korok valley is considerably wider and the mountains which surround
—.1t, while nearly as high, lack the sharp relief of those above the Palmer.
The Palmer valley intersects with the Korok valley approximately 35 kms
“west of the Korok River sources which lie in the mountains above Ramah
—~Bay. The river, continually fed by tributary streams, flows through
& broad glacial valley. Eroded and remnant fluvial-glacial outwash
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features dominate the topography of the upper valley, forming a series
éjf sandy kame hills, deltas, and terraces. In wind exposed places the
landscape is almost a desert with numerous hills of sand. Elsewhere in
theltered and in poorly drained areas a rich tundra flora of mosses,
iichens, and grasses is supported. Small restricted clumps of willow
and scrub alder are found beside streams and next to the river.
: Having crossed over the Palmer River pass the survey route followed
‘¢he Korok River to its mouth at Ungava Bay (a distance of approximately
120 kms.). The river is narrow when comstricted by rapids and high
terraces, but broadens considerably when passing over sandy outwash
deposits. The river flows through a mountainous glacial valley which
45 one or two kilometers wide. Broad level sandy terraces are conspicu-
s features of the Korok valley. On the valley walls above the river,
a nearly continuous kame terrace winds a parallel course towards the
rjea. . Steeply eroded terraces, often 15 to 20 meters above the river,
jre remnants of proglacial outwash deposits.
The open tundra and mountain meadow vegetation of the upper Korok
.jalley rapidly gives way to an open tamarack woodland with increasing
lements of spruce untill, when the river turns from its southwesterly
course to one almost due west, a climax spruce forest crowds both banks
I the river. Spruce domlnates the floral regime throughout the central
Jalley of the Korok. Spruce flourishes within 175-200 meters above the
river. At higher elevations the spruce forest is abruptly replaced by
n open mountain tundra with occasional dwarf trees in small protected
environs. The spruce forests continue to within 6 kms. of Ungava Bay
shere the maritime climate defeats their colonizing efforts.
= We frequently saw black bears, wolves (one pack of nine), and -
carlbou although never in numbers. We met with two flocks of Canad a
ese summering in the valley and encountered ptarmigan and spruce grouse
hjairly regularly. Although refered to as a summer nesting ground for
Harlequin ducks (Brice-Bennett, 18977) we saw only two females. Brook trout
“ere plentiful and some exXtremely 1aroe.
- The last portion of the survey's route (some 65 kms. ) 1ead along
the coast of Ungava Bay to the mouth of the George River which was ascended
to the Inuit community of Quangirsuallujuaq (formerly George River Post) at
which we arrived on September 3rd.
. The Ungava coastline with its formidable 16+ meter tide presents
1 stark contrast to the sheltered forested interior valley of the Korok.
‘Low rocky hills, 50 to 150 meters high back the boulder strewn shores.
The country is formidably barren in appearence, only the most hardiest
,pec1es of moss and lichen exist. The extreme tidal range continually
‘transforms the landscape presenting vast vistas of off-shore boulder-
1trewn mudflats where at other times a shallow sea laps at the shore.

SURVEY PROCEDURES

As part of an interest in settlement-subsistence studies and native
land-use of the survey route the survey party'spolicy was to record every
:bsnrvatlon of previous land-use. This included recent indications as
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lell as historic and prehistoric ones. The following terminology has
Deen adopted: :
Recent -~ Recent sites are those which have been occupied since
; approximately 1945 to the present. 1In 1959 the Tnuit families
- that lived on the north Labrador coast were relocated by the
Newfoundland Government and moved to communities further south.
5 Many traditional seasonal exploitation camps were abandoned on
. the north coast as a result. Sites of this period begin to show
£ post-WWII technclogy. Two-stroke o0il cans and ski-do parts are
suggestive of the increasing dependence on snow-machine travel
since the early 1960s.
_ Historic - Historic sites date from the period of initial European
- contact with native groups to around the beginning of the 20th century.
Prehistoric - Prehistoric sites evidence pre-contact Inuit and Indian
land-use in the survey area. Comparisons and comments are made in
i reference to the established prehistoric sequence on the coast
S (Fitzhugh, 1977k; Tuck, 1975; Cox, 1977).

L
- \

"THE PALMFR RIVER VALLEY
»

Recent: sites. There is situated, at the mouth of the Palmer River.
V%n the western shore, on a rocky rise next to the main ocutflow, the remains
~of a large camp. This site is set on the first available level ground
shext to the river that is also far enocugh out into the water so that its
shore is not exposed at low tides. Shallow-draft boats could land here
at any time. There are .a number of partial and a few complete tent-rings
here which are constructed from the boulders on the beach (it appears
ithat earlier structures had been robbed for their boulders). In addition
to the tent-rings, several boulder walls and small piles of rocks.(most
10f them tumbled and not very impressive) appear to be the remmnants of
_cache piles, fire walls, or boat and equipment supports. Two rusted
_trapper stoves, scraps of fish nets, broken glass and china, cut and
' |sawn wood scraps, iron barrel hoops, and a few plastic containers litter-
—~ed the ground. This site contains the remnants of a spring fishing :
_camp apparently occupied by several families:™ The char school at the mouth
of the river. Schools of beluga whales were formerly present in Nachvak -
~“where they would often gather at the heads of the fiord to birth and to
.feed on the char (Brice-Bennett, 1977).
Following the closing of the Moravian mission settlement at ‘Hebron
“in 1959 the number of families that summered on the north coast dropped
‘j -------- dramatically, if not completely. With the nearest logistical base
moved to Nain, the resources in the coutry north of Hebron were left
almost completely unexploited. This campsite, at the mouth of the
! Palmer, was aparently established prior to 1959. It represents a spring
fishmng station from which other subsistence activities, i.e. beluga
' whaling, could be launched if the opportunity arose.
Opposite this camp, on the eastern shore of the Palmer River, there

B
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is a concentration of several tent-rings (Tallek Arm-2). At least some
?f these tent-rings appear to be recent but there was a confusing mixture
.af 20th century debris and occasional flakes of Ramah chert about the

shore in the vicinity of the structures. Apparently this site has been
1 fayored one for some time.

£ There are two additional recent tent rings on the river's east shore
within 7 kms of Tallek Arm. Both of these tent rings had a fresh appearance
in that the weight stones (or tie down rocks) were completely free of

“ichen and there was no soil build-up around the lee side of the boulders

as often occurs with older structures. Also in both cases relatively

jecent appearing cut wood was found.

. These recent structures, unlike older structures were _ound in erosional
ulleys below the prominent terraces on the river's eastern shore. This is
dramatic shift in settlement pattern as all the other sites were located
on the top edge of the terrace where a commanding view could be had of the
jower Palmer River valley and Tallek Arm. The two recent tent rings have a

]

jasual, spur-of-the-moment appearance, that is the perimeter of the wall
is meither built up nor very symmetrical. I suspect that both of these unlts
fre briefly occupied--probably just overnight--hunting camps.
B No more recent Inuit material was found until the begining of the portag
around the "Porch" and across the heigth-of-land to the Korok River. In the
| buntry between 5th Palmer Pond and the he10th—of land five recent Inuit
ltes were found.
At 5th Palmer Pond, several hundred meters northeast of the outlet of

he "Porch", there are several recent tent rings at the head of the pond on
:%e south shore. This is really the first good camping place after the
(Porch" portage. The waters of the Palmer run down a series of short falls,
M%e last one of which empties into the 5th Palmer Pond. Good trout fishing
Jelow this fall may have contributed to the choice of the camp site.
4 * -During the portage from the Palmer to the Korok four places were
_»und where one or more recent tent rings were made of occasional 51n01e__m;
boulders placed in a rough circular form. No artifacts or other.cultural:
?1terlals were found associated with these structures. Their recent

-2signation is earned on several accounts, 1) the presence in three of the
structures of fragments of hewn spruce logs and cut tent stakes, 2) the
j=lat1ve lack of vegetation, both on the boulders and within the sheltered
waterior of the structure, and 3) the lack of soil accumulation in the lee
of the structures. As a group these structures are also in marked contrast
» the carefully made oval walls of rocks which are thought to be earlier

nt rings.
) These recent sites are on high level terraces above the Palmer River.
1ey are found in the lee of erosional featuresusually adjacent clumps

.of _scrub alder. The upper Korok and the Palmer River valley would have become
iqslly accessible to hunters from Quebec Inuit villages with the advent of
10w machines in the 1960s. Further travel down the Palmer becomes difficult,
a possible explanation for the concentration of sites in the upper valley.
ifsuspect that our upriver and Palmer Valley camps are briefly occupied winter
-nting camps. The absolute absence of any artifactual material from these
sites argues strongly for the brief and transient nature of these sites.
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Historic sites. Tallek Arm~1 is a site located on the east shore
of Tallek Arm immediately north of the mouth of the Pdmer River. It is
7 situated on a boulder fan that has accumulated from debris that has funnel-
ed down the two ravines which intersect above the site. The site is on
_ground just north of the gravel and sand bars that are exposed at the river's
imouth during low tide. A concentration of at least 14 boulder structures
~*and several cache pits and boulder piles form two tight clusters of
5 Structures. Most of the structures are rectangular or sub-rectangular
|stone chambers 4 to 6 meters long by 3 to 4 meters wide with walls up
“ toa meter high. The interior dimensions are significantly smaller,
—usually 2 or 3 meters long by 1 or 2 meters wide. Several have an
| interior wall that divides the structure in two. Although several of
these structures may have been dwelling units the majority appear to
Thave been built as caches. No diagnostic artifacts were found in associa-
tion with these structures which are believed to relate to an intensive
~late 19th-early 20th century fisheries exploitation of the Palmer River.
A Hudson's Bay Company outpost situated at the mouth of Tallek Arm
during this period supported a small band of Inuit hunters that pursued
_a seasonal round in the Nachvak vicinity.
The concentration of tent rings situated south of this site has several
“ that are probably coterminous with the construction of these caches.
- Several tent rings and a boulder structure (probably a cache) were
located in the Palmer River valley (Palmer River-1;-2; 3rd Palmer Pond
“site). These were mapped, closely surveyed, and in several instances
excavated, but in every case no cultural materials were discovered.
These structures were all situated on high exposed terraces with command— '
ing views up and down the valley. Although conclusive evidence is mot .-
7available they are believed to be associated with the 19th century Inuit
. occupation of the Nachvak area. The sites are small, just 51ngle isolated
structures, indicative of transient hunting camps. -
1 Near the heigth-of-land indications of camp sites increases (Palmer
River-10; 13; 14; and 16). There are a number of carefully made tent
_rings situated on the hillside above the canyon at the source of the Palmer.
Again, these are single isolated structures, oval or subrectangular, made.
“ of a single row of closely packed boulders. They are frequently placed on

- Sshallow shelves above cliff faces. - .
There is a single isolated grave above the shore of 5th Palmer Pond

~ {(Palmer Pond-8).

These structures were recorded, photographed, and mapped. While
most occured on exposed gravelly soil a careful search was made for
cultural materials. The tent ring at Palmer River-13 was excavated and
| a detailed search made of the surrounding area but again, as with the
. other structures, there was no trace of cultural materials.

Another form of structure that we encountered during the course of
the survey in the Palmer River valley consisted of a rock wall, usually
' two or three courses high, built to enclose a portion of a large boulder,
.;the boulder forming the back wall of the structure. Invariably the boulder
- slightly overhung the rock wall providing a shelter of sorts. We
" interpreted these structures as hunters bivouacs. Similar structures

{ were found further north by Torngat Archaeological Project persomnel
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diuring the 1977 field season at Miriam Lake behind the Iron Strand.
The Miriam Lake structures (IljCx-1 ) produced artifacts of the early
- Contact period and caribou bones.

The survey party discovered numerous 1nd1cat10ns of previous ex-
ploitation of the Palmer valley. Tent rings, boulder caches, burials,
71and bivouac sites attest to frequent excursions by small mobile parties
Jinto the interior. At least some of the structures gave the appearance
of being quite old: they were heavily vegetated and their rocks were
Tnearly buried and were heavily encrusted with lichen growth. Tent rings
.Jwere invariably located on high exposed terraces that would not accumulate
_snow. The high sites also allow for a commanding view of the surrounding
iterrain. We often spotted bear and caribou while recording the sites.
~“The complete absence of any stone tools or debitage and the apparent
antiquity of the structures leeds us to attribute them to Nachvak-area
hunters of the last century who made fall or winter excursions into the
interior to huat caribou. They could, quite easily, be much older.

: Prehistoric sites. Only two small prehistoric sites were located in
“the Palmer River valley. A few flakes of Ramah chert were found in a
Ecaribou trail that ran along the shore past Tallek Arm-2, the site at the
.mouth of the river on the eastern shore, but they could not be associated

with any structures and we did not attribute them to a seperate site
“?esignation. The banks above the river here supported a discouragingly
Lthick "forest' of alders. Tent rings could be seen continuing into the
thickets but survey work was not encouraging. We leave the archaeological.
ﬁ%lgnlflcance of this site to future 1nvest1gators. :
E I Approximately 5 kms. above the river's mouth, a small scatter of
~Ramah chert flakes and biface fragments were found on the edge of a
promlnent terrace above the river (Palmer River-3). The flake and tool
“scatter was contained within an area of several meters. It is interpreted
o' be a Dorset butchering station, the flaking debris and the few
 broken bifaces to have resulted from a single short-term activity.

_ A small rocky knoll forms a prominent land mark above the flrst major
~rapid on the Palmer River, approximately 7 kms. above the river's mouth.
A tumbled boulder pile, or “inukshuk", is situated at the top of the knoll.
In a boulder field immediately below and adjacent to the knoll two con-
zentrations of ramah chert debitage were discovered. Each concentration .
L #as in an area between 6 and 10 meters in diameter. Flakes of ramah chert
and fragments of polished slate bla les were found scattered about the area.
There were no apparent structures either on the knoll or in the boulder
fields surrounding the areas of debitage accumulation. The collection
of stone tools (fragments of ground slate tools and utilized flakes of
camah chert) and debitage (exclusively ramah chert) from this site is
‘enigmatic. The assemblage could be Dorset but the ground slate fragments
rd0 not look very much like Dorset artifacts. It is possible that the
i1ssemblage may be attributable to a Maritime Archaic component. To date
‘the northernmost Maritime Archaic component is at Ramah Bay. Unfortunately,
this collection does not contain any diagnostic tools.
j "At least as far as we were able to discern, the settlement-

' subsistence pattern of the Palmer River valley is primarily a matter of

-
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~“prst-€cntact exploitation of the seasonal fishing resources at the mouth

of the river and short transient excursions up the valley, perhaps after
Jearibou in the late fall or winter. It is apparent that our present

jdata is not sufficient to determine to what degree these recent and historic
period sites model an earlier subsistence strategy. A number of the interior
lstructures are engimatic. Although they are thought to reflect a 19th

Jdor early-20th century Labrador Inuit caribou hunting strategy, they may
well be earlier. Test excavations at the large Nachvak village site
{(IgCx-3) earlier in the summer, revealed the presence of the entire Thule
“sequence there. We yet need to determine to what extent Thule hunters
utilized interior resources. Sadly, our survey does not provide any
‘conclusive evidence for Thule interior hunting strategies.

:%HE KOROK RIVER VALLEY

% Kohlmeister and Kmock (1814), Turner (1887) Hawkes (1916) and
 Alexander Forbes (1938) all talk about the supecrnatural forboding aspects
of the central Torngat Mountains around Nachvak. It is the home of
"Torngat, the malevolent diety that controls the weather and the caribou.
ﬁhe area was held in reverance and in superstitious awe by the Tnuit.
Mbst of the white visitors through the area also sound an uneasy note
'In their recollections and descriptions of the country. In passing over
‘%he watershed between the Palmer and the Korok, the narrow Torngat valley,
With its cliff walls and incessant rock falls, is left behind. The water-
+thed also marked the provincial boundary between Labrador and Quebec.
om here on, it was all down hlll
i “Recent sites. The survey party located numerous indications of
recent use of the Korok River valley. -These’ 1nd1cat10ns increased as
e grew mearer to the Inuit community of Quanglrsualluguaq on the George
Lilver. Four winter camps were found situated back off from the river
. in heavy stands of timber. These sites were the remains of winter
laribou hunting camps by Quangirsuallujuaq Tnuit hunters. The acquisition
~f snow mobiles has opened up this territory to the Quebec Inuits.
To what extent the hunters are exploiting the interior caribou herds in
he Korok Valley can best be determined by talking with the Quangirsuallujuaq
nunters themselves.
- At the mouth of the Korok River, just above the last falls into
ngava Bay, there is an Inuit owned and maintained sport-fishing camp.

) Historic sites. 1In the open country of the upper Korok valley,

orth of the forest, a number of oval tent rings were discovered,

usually just below the summits of sandy knolls or terraces above the river.
"here was considerable variation among the individual structures however

i ost were oval or sub-rectangular, composed of a single wall of closely
joined boulders, with some sort of entranceway construction: either a

hort parallel row of small boulders or an entranceway flagstone.
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“Hearths or associated cache piles were not discovered. These tent rings
WEre, for the most part, on exposed wind-swept gravels. No artifacts

r cultural materials were found associated with any of the structures
j§e3p1te careful mapping, surveying, and -on occasion- excavation. As
with the similar structures in the Palmer Valley, particularly arcund the

area of the portage past the "Porch', an absolute cultural association 1is
jitmpossn_ble. Due to the build-up of soils in the lee of the structures,
the partial burying of the structure rocks, the lichen and wvegetatiocn

over on the structures, and the absence of recent trash and cut wood,
argues substantially for crediting some antiquity to the structures. It

s suggested that these are the remmants of transient camps erected

urlng hunting forays into the 1nter10r by 19th century Inuit nUhﬁErai
from the Labrador coast. ' :
i At the very edge of the Spruce forest vegetatlon aqd dbOVE a long
:%ocky rapid we discovered a small site (Korok River Survey-2) composed
of tent rings and boulder cache-like structures identical o thoss
‘Hiscovered at Tallek Arm-1. Across .the river, on the opposite shore,
-another site (Korok River Survey-3), very similar to the first was
found. At Korok River Survey-2 (hence KRS-2), two boulder caches wit
%2 central partion were found along with two oval boulder caches, szveral
mgearth like features, and two tent rings. In addition, th2 heavy ald
vegetatlon apparently hid other partially ruined structurszs Some 3awn
%?nd cut caribou bones were found in one of the boulder ca c“a"

Approximately 175 meters northwest of KRS-2, beneath 2 broai gandy
~terrace, on the opposite side of the river, another small "comruaity"
of boulder wall structures was found (KRS-3) consisting of four wsll form-
“ed boulder caches identical to the ones at Tallek Arm-l and arn KRs-2.
1 The identical construction methods and strong similavities in
 form and appearance in the structures from Tallgk Arm-1 aod Fyon cthese
two Korok River sites implies that they are coe$al and comstruc Sy
the smae group of hunters. Where as the structures at Talick - r
_were erected to protect caches of fish, and perhaps whale meat, ihese in
_the interior are infered to be for caribou. KRS-2 and KRE-2 are situated
Just north of a major pass that connects the Korok Vallew ith Sagiek
-Fiord. These caches at KRS-2, KRS-3 might have been consiructed by
hunters from Saglek, Ramah, or Nachvak. Prior to the iniroduction of

firearms much of the Inuit caribou hunting strategy depensizd on

“the use of caribou fences for chammeling the game towards hidden hunters
-waiting in ambuysh. Another method was to drive the herds into a deep |
lake where the swimming animals could be killed by men with spears in kayaks
There is no evidence for either strategy at these Korok River sit:s.

“With the availability of rifles and the ability to kill at a distsnce, the
traditional hunting methods changed. Carlbou could be h; hpd whenaver

any need for a large concerted group effort to kill caribou. We suspeCt
~that these structures are most likely attributable to 19th century Inuit
~hunters from the Labrador coast.

: In several instances we found the remains of a hearth situated just
‘back from the river's edge beside or just above a major rapid. A small

~circle of stones marked where people had paused in their portage avaﬂnd
the rapids perhaps to cook trout whlch abound in the fast water. The
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hearths were invariably heavily vegetated and appeared not to be recent.
Although we test pited in the vicinity of several of these features we
could not locate any diagnostic cultural material.

} Prehistoric sites. Only three prehistoric sites were located during
ithe Korok River survey. _

Korok River Survey-6, the Naksarulak Rapids site, was situated on the
Ezest bank of Naksarulak Brook, a major tributary of the Korok. The site

dwas located over 2 km from the river on a terrace approximately 18 meters
above the Naksarulak gorge. A sparse scattering of ramah chert flakes and
Feveral biface fragments attest to a brief occupation by Late Dorset
~hunters. The cultural assessment of this collection is chancéy as no
diagnostic tools were recovered. The exclusive use of ¥amah chert, the
”blface fragments, and the large size of the debitage favor a Late Dorset

dinterpretation. The site was discovered when a single flake of Famah
chert was seen exposed in the wash of the terrace. Test~pit excavations
soon isolated an area of debitage accumulation. The actual extent of

cultural materials was restricted to an area of approximately 3 to 4 meters
-Square. Outside of this concentration no flakes or artifacts were found
hﬁesplte numerous test-pits along the terrace. No structures or hearths
were apparent although some charcoal specks and charcoal-stainsd sands
-were found associated with the densest concentration of debitage. Only
 three biface fragments and approximately 55 flakes were recovared.

Korok River Survey-9 is not actually a site. A single beautifully

‘worked mottled-grey chert knife was found. on a high exposed. terrace
_below Korluktok Falls. A single ramah chért flake lay near by. Although
the terrace top was almost completely free of vegetation and dAspite an
intensive search in the area of the find not another single piece of
. Lworked stone was found. Neither could we locate any signs of siructures
L hearths in the vicinity. On the basis of the flak*ng technclcgy and
the choice of the mottled grey chert a Pre-Dorset derivation fur the
*knlfe blade is hypothesized.
- At the mouth of the Korok River the waters charge over a small falls
1nto Ungava Bay. In the portage trail along the western side of the falls.
numerous flakes of Ramah chert could be seen (Rorok River Survey-10).
-As our agreement with the Native Band Council at Quangirsuallujuagq
stipulated that we would not ccllect sites on Catagorv-1 lands meo additiona
survey ensued. The flakes suggest a small Dorset occupation, probably
‘exploiting the fishing resources in the vicinity of the falls. ©No
Mstructures were apparent in our very quick walk-by.

; The results of the 1978 Korok Rlver Survey suggest that the Korok
_jValley has PlaYEd only a minor role in the subqlsfrpce activities of the
JInuit hunters in Labrador and Ungava. Partially bLLb reflects the difficults
of surveying in a boreal forest environment. Doubtless there are many

‘sites hidden in the forest that we passed by. Also, the apparent nature

of man's activities in the interior are not easily visible in the
archaeological record. All the indications of man's presence that we did
£ind point to a highly mobile, transient, exploitation of interior

resources by small groups or by individuals. Their resulting behavior
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w%is not especially retrievable by archaeological procedures. Given the
extensive area involved, the impoverished nature of the archaeological
3ites encountered, and tne contingencies of weather and travel, it is
»éncouraglng that some evidence was found. Caribou remains the most
probable reason to account for man's presence in the interior. The
irequent remains of recent winter camps evidences the importance of
Korok Valley caribou in the contemporary economy of the Quebec Inuit.
If prehistoric hunters occupied similar bush camps in the heavy spruce
“%EOWth along the river bank their sites will perhaps never be located.

e few traces that were recovered: the tent-rings in the upper valley

nd the chance recovery of flakes and stone tools in the central valley
iﬁupport the contention that prehistoric Inuit hunters were persuing
caribou throughout the valley.

; We did not find any concentration of sites at the edge of the forest
in the upper Korok Valley that might have resulted had the acquisition

of wood been a major impetus behind interior-based exploitation. Neither
Eoes it seem likely that any major sources of lithic raw materials were
weing exploited in the Korok Valley. Although a fine-grained grey
quartzite was readily available in glacial outwash deposits throughout
the central valley (especially between the Grenier River and Naksarulak
“rook) there was no evidence that it was being utilized. The comparatively
nearby Ramah chert quarries at Saglek, Ramah and Nachvak were known to
he Inuit who frequented the Korok drainage.

z

OTES ON THFE. ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL OF THE GEORGE RIVER ESTUARY

Weather, our dwindling food supplies, and the extreme tidal range
bout the George River estuary necessitated our moving as rapidly as
.0ssible from the mouth of the Korok to the Inuit community of
Quanwlrsualluguaq ‘

Qur agreement with the Quebec Provincial Government and with the
guangirsuallujuaq Band Council stipulated that we could travel through
their Category-1 lands and look for evidence of archaeological sites but
e were requested not to disturb any features or make any collections.
the lateness of the season and our paucity of supplies also discouraged
any intensive surveying. The following notes refer to the archaeological
otential of the George River estuary.

- There are numerous raised beach systems in the vicinity of the
nouth of the Korok. We did not stop to survey any of these, however the
rikelihood of prehistoric sites on them is extremely favorable, given
the richness of the George River estuary environment.

5 - We stopped for lunch and a change of tide beneath a series of
prominent raised boulder beaches just east of Elson Point. A quick survey

f the beaches revealed the presence of a number of boulder-pit houses and
associated structures. - No cultural material was evident, doubtlessly it

has fallen down among the boulders of the structures. (Korok River Survey-1!

- Having rounded Elson Point we paddled until the deteriorating weather
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‘”éched us ashore on a prominent series of beaches approximately 12 kms.
north of the "Narrows' on the George River. In setting up camp we found
"he remains of several tent-rings and a small Middle Dorset camp at 16 meters
_bove sea-level. (Korok River Survey-12.) ‘

On the same beach system at 28 meters above sea-level two side by
ide tent-rings were situated. (Korok River Survey-13.) No artifacts ox
dakes could be seen on the surface to suggest a cultural interpretation.

The highest point on this series of raised beaches was 55 meters above
ba-level. Just below the summit on a south-eastern exposure the remains
&6t a small mid-passage structure was encountered at 50 meters above sea-level.
(Korok River Survey-14.) The similarity of this structure to some Paleoeskimo
 -ructures in Labrador attracted our attention. We mapped and photographed '
he structure. A small chunk of Ramah chert was found lying on the ground
?Earby. We did not collect or excavate this structure.

Given the lateness of the season and our willingness to comply with
e Quebec and Inuit stipulations we did not, to any extent, survey for
~tchaeological sites in the George River estuary. When we stopped for
meals or for camping, evidence of sites was recorded when observed. There
iﬁre numerous beach systems throughout the area we traversed. When the
Jnsiderable faunal resources of the area are taken into account the
potential for significant archaeological research in the area is very
jfident. Although we discovered no "big' sites in Ungava we did find

vidence of prehistoric exploitation almost everywhere we stopped. The
mallness of the sites may reflect the impoverished nature of the prehistoric
mnunities in the George River area or, more likely, a first impression
bias. Further work in the George River area should be encouraged.
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TORNGAT ARCHAEOLDGICAL PRODJECT
1978 Excavations at Nachvak

; o Stephan Loring

. (”*a Wild Bill Ritchie
T Charles "Chuck" Luckmann
RN Tom Hellenbeck

B o 18 July-3 August 1978

As 1 wendered weak and weary through a legendary
land of lore, '

There came a flapping, a flap, flap, flapping,
which o'er head did spar,

Tis just a shadow, I thought, o shadow, and
nothing more.




As 1 wandered weak and weary through @ legendary
land of lore,

There came a flapping, a flap, flap, flapping,
which o'er head did soar,
Tis just a shadow, I thought, a shadow, and

nothing more.
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